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Queft. 1. 


Have a Relation in Town who has a Fevour 
every Chriftmas-Day, being the Day of his 
Birth: Query, Whether it is of the {ame 
Nuture as other Fevours ? and whether Cureable or no ? 

An(w. Meekren ity his Medico-chirurgical Obfervations, 
gives us an Account of a Man that had a Septenary Fe- 
your; and Pliny, if we may believe him, tells us, of 
one Antipater a Sidonian, that allo had a Fever (oras 
{ome call ic an Ague) every Year upon his Birth-day ; 
and if fo, the Cale of your Friend, thé very rare: 
not without a Prefident: As for the Nature of fut 
Feavours or Agues, we look upon ‘em to be as unac- 
countable as the revolution of Sevens,.a Year in which 
it's obferv'd a great part of the World (that get out 
of Crildhood ) dye in, and we know now of one Fa- 
inily that never efcapes it. Whether an Anniverfary 
Azue is cureable, we dare not pretend, fince we want 
Examples, perhaps from the fewnefs of ‘em; but for 
other Agues, we are certain they may, and we are as 
{ure that the Remedy in one of our Jate Advertife- 
ments is infallible, if carefully us’d, thé the Author 
pretends it cannot be truftrated by any carelefnels 
whatever. See Our Mercury for roth. of the lft Month, 
Oétober. 

Queft. 2. In the Reign of K. Henry the 2d. near Or- 
ford, in Suffolk, certzin Fifbermen took in their Nets a Fifh, 
having the fhape ef a Man in all parts, was kept in the Ca- 
He of Oivford 6 months, and more, he [pare not a word, co- 
wetet moflly raw Fifh, and often went to Church, but with- 
out any few of Devotion, and at length being not well looked 
10 ftole to the Sea, and was never leon more ; there was another 
‘uch taken in the Reign of K. John: Your Opinion is defired 
som the lame ? 

‘in. We have formerly fpoke of things of this Na- 
ture, in our Paper of Mermaids, @¢. 
Quelt. 3. A very wicked Wretc, ( 4 Neighbour of mine, 
‘5 not of the {ame Parifh) having brought up bis Wife's 
Niece from a Child, bas for fome years paft made her his 
Whore, bas feveral Children by her : Query, Whetier it does 

: concern every good Chriftian ( and Minifter e{pecially ) 
io take Cognizanceof {uch Villany, and do as much as in 
i':mlyes, all Corey can to (upprefs this complicated Sin of 
Adulsery and Licejt ? If it be our Duty ( as truly it feems fo 
tome) to endervour the Suppreffian of this notorious Sin: I 
humbly bee of you to inform me what method is moft proper for 
fuch an Undertaking : Ihave waised long for an fe a to 
this, but Lhope now to have an Anlwer fpeedily, in which 
you will oblige yours, 8ec. know not whether or no it be mate- 
rial to let you know, tat Tamthe Minifterof the next Parifh, 
were tre aforesaid wickednel{s is commitced, unrebuk d. 

Aalw. If the preleat ALinijters and Church-wardens of 


Queft. 4. Gentlemen, It’s obferu'd, that in your Mercu- 
ry of October 15th. you very eafily pals over the Reafon of 
the Tides, by excufing the Moon froma Regency over them ; 
whereas fome others (and thefe Learned too) think, That if 
that Planet be herein render’d ufelefs, and in fome other maz- 
ters, wherein alfo.you feem alfa to deprive ber of Power ; fi 
feems ftrongly to ‘relly that God and Nature have Created 
fomewhat in vain: For, if foe were made only for Light, ( cf 
which fhe bath none Innate) the advantage were very (mall 
tothe Sons cf men. One half of the time fhe fhineth being of 
no ufe tomortals, or of fo little, that the London Lucidaries 
are preferrable before it, and yet we are unwilling to bave an 
equal regard to Humane Contrivance, with the Glorious 
Works of God. Your fecond Thomehts on this Subje cre 
therefore defired by fome that are greatly in Love with rhe Lunar 
Influence ? 

Anfw. We can’t recant what we have faid on this 
Subject, till we fee becter Caufe than what this Letter 
offers: It may be further urged, that thé. the Moon 
may wanther Light for fome time in the Monthy yet 
it’s no fair Confequence that God made her in vain, at 
leaft for that time; for fach a Change does very remar- 
kably fignalize the Power of God, and contequently 
gives us thereby occafion to glorifie him: But why 
fhould we argue that things are in vain, that to us are 
lnvifible, or unaccountable 2? What then becomes of the 
late difcoveries of that Infinity of Stars in Viz Lefez, 
by Telefcopes, ifthey wete made in vain for fo long a 
time; ( which yet we can’t grant till we know whether 
tnere are more Worlds above us to which they might 
be ferviceable;}) ’tis yet more Honour to the Maker, 

that we can make new Difcoveries of his Works, which 
therefore are notin vain, fince they anfwer that end. 
But to the Tides, *tis evident enough the Moon is hot 
the Caule of ’em; for as the Learned Dr. VVallis has 
very well obferv’d in his Letter to Mr. Boyle, ( Royal 
Tranfat, N. 16. p. 263.) That if this tancy’d Magnetick 
Vertue, which fome wou'd afcribe to the Moon, does 
draw the Waters to it, or drive them fromit, it wou'd 
be always high Water when the Moon is vertica!, and 
Vice verf{a, which are both falfe ; and it wou'd bewifht 
that this Great Man’s Hypothefis of che Earths. Motion 
making the Tides, had been as firm, as ‘cis full of PVit 
and acute Invention: But it will be hard for him, (or 
before him for Galilews) to give us any réafon why 
the Earths Motion fhou’d influente and throw thofe vait 
Waters, firft one way, and then another, when the*lar- 
eft Meres we have in England, gr other Countries; 
which have no Communication with the Sea) remain 


fieddy and unmiveable, notwithftanding they are com- 


monly fine and thinner than the Water of the Sea; but 


"tis eafier to find very good Objections, than lay down 
a true Hypothefis in this, or many other Cafes, there- 
fore we fha!lfay no more of it. 

Queft. 5. I read about a VWeek azo your Anfwer to 4 
Question concerning the Eternity of the VVorld, which. you 
refalued inthe Negative. The Arguments you made ufe of 
were very Ingenions, and very good, notwithftanding I foutd 
place for the following Objection: Viz. The Will of 
“God to create the World wascertainly Eternal ; that 
“is, from all Erernity God had the Wu! to Creace the 
“World; the effe& of that Will could not be fepara- 
“ted from the Will it_felf by any time; (there being 
“no time ) therefore the effect of that Will to Create 
“the World (thar is; the Creation of the World itfeif ) 
“not being feparable from the Will it felt, muft of 
“ confequence have been as Eternal as the Will it felt. «3 

Anfw. If the Divine Being 1s One unfucceffive, and 
unalterable in his Nature, free from the Power of 
Time orPlace, and therefore moft properly cal?d in Sa 
cred VVrit, Lam; which allo further informs us, that 
a 


your Neighbouring Parifh are carelels iz the Concern, 
and won't eét init, (which you ought firft to admonith 
them of ) your Method is to ferve them all four inco 
the Spiritual Court: And the Parifh may, and ought 
alfo to enquire after Security for the Childrea, where 
there’s novifible legil Father. The Offendor may be 
procelsd upon Common Fame, but if the matter be no- 
torlous, and own’d, there’s yet better ground to go 
upoa, aad ftirring in ic is move juftifyable, or rather 
agreiter Duty. Buc if afer all, (for the Cafe is not 
fil enoug’ tated) if nothing can be provd upon the 
Odegador fince the laft General Pardon, he'll make that 
Yiea in Court, as was not long fince the Cafe of a 
Great Pe.fon inthis Nation. Such Menbers ave a very 
pernicious Scaidal toa Church, and oughr to be Excom- 
niunicated ; for ill Example has no little Latereft againft all 
that a Miniter can teach to fhe contrary: We don’t 
look upon te Aft to be Inceft. If you pleafe you may 
let us hear how you froceed in the Affair, and what ic 
comes fo. 


y- 


shouland Years ave but the fame thing tobim-as ont day, & vi- 
ce verfa ; it follows that this is vain, and fo converti- 
ble that the quite contrary Inf-rence might be drawn 
from it ; for if God’s Will con’d not be feparated from 
the Effet by any Time when Tite was not, how cou'd it 
be joyn'’d to the Effect of making a great part of the 
* World in any tine before time was; tor the Sun, Moon 
_-andstars, which are the proper Meafure of time, were 
* norafielt made: But all chisasQuibble and Noile, and 


“sche Knot is eafily unty’d, for if God’s Will cou’d not be 


feparated from theEffect by any time when tite was 
not, it might be fufpended according to the Circum- 
ftances of por and when, which his Will alfo at the 
{ame inftane determin’d. Thofe that will take the Pains 
to read that incomparable piece, entituled The Bulk and 
Selvidge of the World, may have more fatistaction about 
the Duration of Time, Eternity, Sec. than they can eafily 
promife themfelves, after the difficulties that Dr. More 
and others have embarras’d thofe Subjects withall. 

Queflt. 6. Gentlemen, Confider the meaning of the 21, 
and 22 Verfes of the 21th. of Exodus, and pray your Fudg- 
ments thereon — Whether all wilful Abortions are attually 
Murder ? 2 

Anfw. Abortions or wilfull Mifcarriages by Phyfick 
are not countenanced by this Text, that being Murder 
in the Intention, tho’ it cannot be aétually Murder, be- 
caufe the Text makes this pofitive difference ; if a Wo- 
man fortuitoufly or by fome Chance be cauled to Mit- 
carry, if no further mifchief enfue, but only the lots 
of her unripe or unlive Fruit, then a Fine mutt be paid ; 
therefore the that caufes her own Mifcarriage wilfully, 
deferves Corporal Punifhment, and great Repentance 
is required to obtain Pardon of God ; but if the Fruit 
or Child was alive, then Life was to go for Life, i 
wis Murder in Fad: This Law was moft wifely Or- 
dained, to reftrain the Rigour of Husbands, who would 
Profecute another Man to Death for any thing that 
could be pretended a Mifcarriage, tho’ it were a falle 
Conception, Mola, or a monftrous Embrio. 

Quelt. 7. A Lady of an extraordinary fhape, ( but in- 
clining to Fat ) fears her Fat may grow exceffive, and there- 
fore defires your Advice, what fhe fhall do in that Cafe ? 
and in cafe you (in your next Mercury ) will prefcribe a 
Method for obtaining her defire, (viz.) {topping ( or rather 
leffening ) ber Fat, a way willbe found out for an ample 
Requital of {uch a Favour, provided you prefcribe a Practica 
ble Method. ; 

Anfw. Ic’s needlefs to prefcribe many things where 
fewer will do, therefore if the Lady confine her felt 
to make her. Breakfafts and Suppers for a Month or 
two of Water-gruel, made only with the Leaves of 
Mallows boiled in Water, and thickned with a little 
Oat-meal, this Diuretick Gruel will difcharge and fen- 
fibly diminifh the fuperfluous fatnefs: If it be only to 
prevent the encreafe of Fat, then a Week now or then 
will be fufficient, Purging once in a Week with Pills 
called Nendick’s Popular Pills, fold at the Coffee-Houle 
at Weftminfter-Hall-Gate, by this Method the Lady will 
obtain{what’s defired : Probatum eft. 

Queff. % Some time fince meeting in your Mercury, 
Numb.8. with a Receipt for making of China Earthen Ware, 
and fuppofing it a Collection out of fome Author wri- 
ting of that Countrey, and whereas in thofe Authors 
writing of that Countrey, which I have read, had not 
met with the like, I therefore was defirous to know 
your Author, and accordingly fent you a Query to that 
end, enclofed in a black Cover, to your Bookfeller, 
Mr. Dunton, but meeting with no Anfwer in your fol- 
lowing Mercuries, I doubted whether the Penny-Pott, 
with whom I fent it, delivered it right ; or whether the 
Queftion, not worded as it fhould have been, merited 
your Anfwer: I therefore repeat my Queftion thus, 
Whether the Receipt mentioned in your Mercury, N. 8. in 
An{wer to Queftion 6th. thereof, for making China Earthen 
Ware, be an Experiment of your own, or a Receipt taken 
out of feme Author ? if the laff, you are defired to mention 
the Title of the Book, and the Folio where it may be found ? 
My reafon of this Queftion is, the bopes I have to find fome 
other Curiofities therein, worthy my knowledge. 

An{w. The Receipt of making the China Ware is out 
ef no Author, but the common Practice at this day in 


China, in thofe Men’s honfes where China Ware is made, 
as atour Pot or Glafs-houfes here, by Ovens and Kilng 
do calcine or diffolve the Compofition. 

Quett.9. What mean you by A Praétical Difcourfe of Earth. 
quakes ? is it a Book as will teach one bow.to make Earth. 
quakes, as if a Laplander were to teach one to (ek a Wind ? 

An{w. The Querift may pleafe his Fancy with the Ban- 
ter, but we mean the Book is as ufeful as a Bibliotheque 
or Diétionary, upon all occafions to have recourfe to 
for things of this Nature, the whole being a Curious Co]. 
leétion, and each inftance greatly improvedby tae Author. 

Queft. 10. Whether Godfathers, Godmothers and Bifhop - 
ing, are not Popifh Cultoms, pray your An{wer ? 

An{w. No. Sopa is the Political and Ceremonial 
Inventions, which were introduced by degrees by feve- 
ral ignorant, wicked, ambitious, or Money- minded Popes, 
hundreds of Years after the Apoftles ; but Godfa- 
thers, @c. were in Praétice in ie Apoftle’s time, as 
fundry Hiftorians, Secular and Fcélefiaftical, deliver 
The Cuftom came in upon this Occafion ; Heathen Con- 
verts brought their Children to be Baptized, then in 
Chriftian Compaffion to the Child, one or more of the 
Church publickly undertook to their urmoft, to fee the 
Child brought up in the Faith it was then Baptized in- 
to, in Cafe the Parents dyed, leaft after the Parents de- 
céafe it fhould by Heathens be brought up a Heathen; 
which Child grown up, came and made publick ac- 
knowledgment of its Belief, and Embracing the Go- 
ipel was Confirmed, and admitted as a Member of the 
Church, and entituled unto all the Priviledges contain- 
ed in the Sacred Scriptures. In the times of Perfecution 
many Imbraced the Chriftian Religion, and afterwards 
Apoftatized and Betrayed their Brethren to the Perfecu- 
tors, to prevent which ( as much as was poffible ) Sureties 
or Sufceptores, Sponfores, were taken by the Church, and 
none admitted without fitch Sureties: Thefe are menti- 
oned by the Council ef Arles, A. C. 312. er 314. fo this 
isno Popifh Invention. As to Bifhoping, as you call ir, 
Or Confirmation, it is often mentioned in the Ads of the 
Apoftles, chap. 8. and in many other places. 


a} The Mask'd Lady's Queftions thall be Anfwer'd. 


Adbertifements. 
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| i Friendfhip : Or, The Drunkards Mifery : Being a 
Satyr againft that pernicious Vice of Hard Drint- 
ing. With thedangerous Confequences attending, both 
as to Soul and Body. Written by way of Efiay, by 
the Author ofthe Search after Claret. Sold by Randal 
Taylor, Price 6 d. 


Treatile of Sacramental Covenanting with Chrif: 
Shewing the Ungodly their Contempt of Chritt, 
in their Contempt of the Sacramenzal Covenant ; and 
calling them ( not to a Prophanation of this holy Ordi- 
nance, bue to an underftanding, ferious, entire Dedi- 
cation of themfelves to God in the Sacramental Cove- 
nant, and a Believing Gommemoration of the Death of 
Chrift. Written by ¥. Rawlet, B.D. Author of the 
Chriftian Moniter, The Fifth Edition. With a Preface 
chiefly defign’d for the fatisfe@ion of Diffenters, and to 
exhort all Men to Peace and Unity: Nor betore Printed. 
London, Printed for Sam. Murfhip at rhe Black Bull 10 
Cornhill, near the Royal Exchange, 1692. 
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